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POLITIO® 
The political interests ard ambitions directed to the Bast of 
Burope are reflected in weetern. Germany of today in two aifferent 
trenis of thought. Mese differences are expressed in the programmes 
as well as in the forms of organisation. And each of these two 
trends finde ite adherents in a different ciralé of society. 


The briefest description of these two trends is as follows: 


1. The trend of FLimited* political aime - advocating 4 return 

to the status quo prior to 1939. (Only a small fraction of 
this camp supports a more drastic programme, of the return 
to the status quo prior to 1914). 


fhe trend of *unlimited® political aims: a reconstruction 
of Germany’s position 4n the Sast of Burope. As to the means 
towards this end, many various tendencies exist, such as: 


(a) the return to the RAPALLO system 


(»)the reconstruction of the pre-war Central European system, 
with Germany as ite chief factor, 


(c) the establishment of ar economic system concentrating 
around Germany. based or the principles which were 
promoted by CLAUDI9S in the years 1934-38, 


the disinterration of the Soviet Union on the etnographic 
principle, and a political and economic penetration vy: 
Germany into the new national states. (Beside the coun- 
tries of Central Burope in the strict sense of the word, 
this camp advocates the necessity of creating the in- 
dependent estates of Ukraine. Byelorussia, Caucasian 
countries and Turkestan). 
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The firet of these two trerda is the result of the conditions 
brought about by the war, i.e.: territorial ohanges, compulsory 
deportations ard of the refugee exodus from behind the fron 
Cortain, 


The second trend marks the rebirth of traditional tendencies 
in Bast-European policy of Germany, “ith very few exceptions, 
it ia, on the whole, devoid of drastic imperialistic tendencies 
of the Hitlerite type and such like. Arart from the search for 
political solutions which would assure a decisive predominance 
to Germany, certain atte pts may also be obmerved to work out 
& progranme introducing a balance of equality between Germany and 
Bastern countries. Here, the only variety which may be described 
as imperialistic, is the tendency to the restoration of the 
RAPALLO system, i.@. the system of the division of influence 


ybetween Germany and Rusela on the territories situated between 


jthese countries. Thie tendency, in turn, takes under consideration 
two alternative possibilities: 


~ RAPALLO ecystem besed on GER..ANY's collaberation with the 
SOVIET UNION, 


~ RAPALLO system‘'as modus of cooreration between Germany 
ant the future, democratic Rusaia in which the Communist 
regima hae been overthrown. 


On the grounds of this most sketchy characterisation of 


| two main trende of German interests ard ambitions directed to 


the Bast, the following observations can be made: 


1. The trend of *limited" political aims finds ite expression 
in a precivsed programme. Thie ia also reflected in well- 
determined. organisation forms of its pertisans, Purther- 
more, thie trend has at ite disposal ea strong ant extensive 
apparatus of action, which has alresdy gained certain 
political position in WYeetern Germany. 


The trend of *unlimited® political aims has not, as yet, 
determined ite programme. Its adherents are still in the 
stage of research and discussion, Their direst political 
activity is rather within the limite of suggesting and 
inepiring of certain political moves. 
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Of these two trends, the first one has the support of: the 
mapses, Several million deportees, e>pellees ani refugees, grouped 
in “*motherland* organisations, are ail behind the programme of 
*“limited*® political aims. which for ‘hem is expreseed by the 
Blogan: “we want to go back home®, 


At the seme time, the-second trerd finds ite adherents ina 
group of ehite + experts, scientists,and politicians who however 
- with few exceptions - do not play © prominent political role 
at presert. 


Thie does not mean however that the importance of the first 
trend is bigger. The tendencies of "limited" political aims often 
fini their outlet in noisy public deronstrations; the camp of 
*“anlimited” aims works discreetly, behind the official political 
soene, affecting not so much the superficial moods of the public 
opinion as the decisive centres of tre political machinery of 
Weat Germany. 


After these few initial explanations. we shall present a 
detailed description of both main trends. 


e ed" i 


As result of a process of unification, the year 1952 brought 
the formation of a general representation of all German depor tees, 
expelleea and refugees from Eastern Europe. This large group 
found its political exponent in the political party GBHE - GBS AMT. 
DEUTSCHE BLOCK DER HEIMATVERTRIEBENS UND ENTRECHIETEN, 


In the post-war years. many other political parties had 
courted the votes of this proup of population. The Socialist Party 
SPD had comparatively the greatest chances of success; this is 
easily understood, taking into account the difficult material 
situation of the deportees, expellees ard refugees. The Communiste, 
although the most radical, could not hope to gain the sympathies 
of this category of people. since deportations or expulsions 
were being decided by the Soviet Union or Communist regimes. which 
also forced people to escapes. 


The political leaders who arose among this group, came to the 
conclusion that a creation of their own. separate political re- 
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presentation would be the most srover eolution. They thought that 
gach a represertation would most effactively promote the interests 
of the group, Simultaneously. it could take advandage of the 
political interplay between other political parties, 


Theee calculations jrcoved to be :ustified. The GBHE participated 
in the local elections, ard drvring tle last two years won around 
16-18% of votes in various coretituercies. In thia way, in several 
instances it gained a very important position, balarcing the 
forees of two political parties whic! are now the strongest in Yest 
Germany, i.e. Christian Democrats of Chancellor ADERFAUER, and 
the Soctalists which are in sharp oprosition arainst his cabinet. 
Waldemar ERAPT, deputy to the BONN perliament and leader of the 
GBHE, uses this powsibility of acting as a balancing force in a most 
Aagroit manner. His tacticai alliancet, whether with Christian 
Democorate or with the Socialists, are alwaye concluded after the 
respective other party agrees to supjort the camp of *limited* 
political aims. During the period of negotiations to obtain the 
ratification of re-militarisation agieements between the Allies 
and Vest Germany, KRAPT switched the votes of the GBHE to the 
support of ADE NAUER. Nothing has officially been published as to 
whether. and how far. had ADENAUBR giaran.eed the support for 
KRAFTS party. But it is quite cartair that without such guarantes 
the GBHE would not have appeared in the groun of adherents of 
the reemilitarisation agrosments, 


Apart from this political representation. ombodied in the GBHE. 
the camp cof "limited" political aime poseéeees a iarge machinery 
of propaganda. Here wa find. first of all, morse than ten weekly 
newspapers. of which the most importent are: 


- DIE S?’IMME (Hamburg) 
- DER SCHLESIER (Recklinghansen) 
SCHLESISCHE RUNDSCHAU (Stuttgart) 
. SUDSLENDEUPSCHB ZEITUNG (Beyret th) 
D-WEST-KURIER (Prenkfuort/M, figsturg. Hanburg) 
DIs BxUCKE (Munchen) 
- SODRTENTAM (Detmold). 
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Apart from these regular! pobdlished weeklies, the camp of 
®limited" political aime has at its disposal some 40 periodicals, 
scattered all over Western Germany. .Jost of them have a specified 
geographical character, ard are interested in different regiona 
from which thaf readere derive their origin (e.g. BALTISCHE RUND- 
SCHAU, SCHLESISCHES .iOTATSBLATT, OPPELNER WACHKICHTEN a.sa.o.) 


The programme of a return to pre-193$ status quo often gives 
birth to revisionist tendencies. ‘They are particularly strong with 
regera to the present Polish-Geragn frontier, Nearly all the 
aeportees are unanimous in their demands for the reetoration of the 
frontier of before 1939. The revisicniam of the deportees from the 
Sndeten is mch less marked. iUosat of them femand a possibility to 
return, but without a modification of the frontier. Similarly, 
no révisioniat tendencies me apparent in the attitude of the rroup 
transferred fram T8ansilvania or Banat. Bein, Bf 


The revisiohast tendencies obtain the support of right-wing 
nationalist political groups. For example, the FDP party - placed 
at the utmost right of the coalition backing ADENAUER's cabinet - 
has emphasized many times its solidarity with the revisionist 
trends, (Here, a discussion may be guoted as example. which de- 
veloped in Western Germany at the veginning of 1952 over the so0- 
called documentary film “KROUZWEG DEL PREIHEIT® - Crossroada of 
Preedom. This film treated as German not only the territories 
situated between the ODRA-NYSA line and the 1938 Polish-German 
frontier, but even those Polish territories - as POZNAN county 
awd Polieh Pomeramia - which found themselves within the frontiers 
of independent Poland after 1918. Ir this nation-wide disoussion, 
the FDP party declared its full supyort for the claims expressed 
by the film.) _ 


It should be added that in the conglomeration of deportees, 
expellees ard political refugees from the east. the neowHitlerite 
groups which - though within modest limits only - still are 
active in Western Germany, have found but an- insignificant number 
of supporters, The l-ck of popularity of neo-Hitleriem is attributed 
to the fact thet it was the Hitleriem who had initiated mass 
transfers of the population (e.g, ir BANAT and ‘THANSYLVANIA), and 


7M 
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‘afterwards - owing to Germany's defent - had become the cause of 
compulsory deportations, 


The activities of the sroup of “limited* politioal aims enjoy 
a more or less official support of the BONN Goverrmmert. The | 
Miniatry for the queations of Deportees headed by LUXASCHEX, 
and in particular the tiinistry for AlljGerman Questions under 
KAISER, are giving to thie group much practical, and often also 
financial, assistance. Thus, ¢.g. amongst the official publicati- 
ons sponsored by KAIcba‘s Minietry, a work entitled “JssgzITS 
VOR ODER UND REISSE* appeared #. print. This work advocates 
revisionist ideas, and its author Silesius ALTER is one of their 
deading propagatora, 


; On the grounds cf this more detailed information about the 
trend of "limited" political ains, the following assunntiona 
may be drawn: 


1. This trend is not a political conception; it ie rather a 
frogranne of activities. According to the intentions of 
its renresentatives and to the posaibilities offered by 
the current political situation, it ia revealed either 
in revisionist claims, in emotiona) threats of a revenge, 
or in demands for restoration of property or compensation 
foy material losses, or even in the longing “to go back 
hone* without any requests of political nature. It ia 
& Programme brought about by cironmstances, born,fron 

| territorial and constitutional changes after the last 
War. 


a. wath the passage of time, the importance of this trend 

pa diminishes. The number of its partisans, though always 

“. @onsiderable, gradually grows smaller. Some of them become 
agseinilated in new corditions. whis applies in particular 

. to the younger generations, and also to those of deportees 
and expellees who have managed to ocreata new conditions of 
existence in a new place. It is not beyond the point to 
ada here that according to the official statistics of the 
*eatern German Government, the unemployment on the territo- 
ries under its control vacillatea between 1.1 and 1,3 
million for quite a time alrewdy. faking into account that 
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the nomber of employable people in the masse of deportess, 
expellees and refugees from the east amounts to some 4-5 
milliony (which rather overestimates the position), these 
statistics demonstrate that a very considerable part of 
thie large’ group has already been able to settle down. / 
As example, we may quote the new centres of sfolkiore | 
industry on the BODEN Lake. in which the old, traditional 
centres of this industry from SUDETEN or Lower SILESIA 
nave been reproduced. 


These observations allow the conclusion that the current 
interests and ambitions directed to Bast Buropean affairs, insofar 
as they are reflected in the trend of “‘limited® political aims, 
do not exert a decisive influence on the shaping of the new 
Gérman political doetrine with respect to the East. « 


In this sphere. the leading role is played by the second 
trend, described in our introduotion is the trend of ®unlimited* 
. political aims. 


As slready stated in the initial remarks. this trend has not 


yet worked out a new German political doctrine with regard to the 
Bast. 


The primary reason for it are presumably the encumbrances 
of traditional German concepts of Bastern Europe. Another serious 
reason ig undoubtedly the fact that the results of the war had 
imposed the greatest sacrifices on the Prussian group which had 
formulated these concepts and enforced them on the Garman policy. 
Apart from great losses in human lives, thie group has been 
ceprived of its material besis to a much greater extent than 
other German proups, which in WVeatern Germany are quickly restoring 
their former standard of property. 


The *traditional encumbrances” nay be listed aa follows: 


1. @Be idee of HAPALLO which refers to ancient Berman-Rusaian 
elliarces of the beginning o2 19th century in  ablished 
works dealing with the possibility of a new Germar-Rusaian 
collaboration, the agreement of TAUROGI is often mentioned 
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as a symbol of such oolleboration. The circles of German 
*neutrelists* consider it possible to establish such relations 
even with the Soviet Russia. The ieading members of this group 
are: Dr, Joseph WIRTH ~ former Clanceor of the Reich from 
the time of signing the RAPALLO treaty; Helene WESSEL < former 
preaident of the ZENTHUM Party in the PONN Parliament; Gustav 
HEIWE.AARN - former minister of internel affairs in ADENAUBR’s 
firet cabinet, who also was the president of the Chief Synod of 
the Evangelical Church; Rev. ifartin a eee president of 
the Evangelical Church in HESSEW yrovince; Gusta¥ G&REKKE, former 
minister in the rovernment of Lower Saxony, who howerer in the 


This group has a certain influence in Western Germany; . 
it strives, in the firet place, to the “unification of Germany’, 
in accordance with the formula sponsored by the Soviet Union. 

It is interesting to note that this section of the KAPALIO 
group has acquired a certain suoport in the protestant circles. 
This is the more characteristic that Eastern Germany - with the 
exception of Silesia ~- had always been the domain of the Evan- 
eelical Church, while Weetern and Jouthern Germany had been 
mnder Catholic influences, 


A more moderate protestant group stands in between the 
trend towards an agreement with “any” Russia and the canp 
Dacking the agreement with Rusela “of the future”. In March and 
April 1953. an interesting discussion wae enacted in the columns 
of the official publication of the Evangelical Church *SONRTAGS- 
BLATT (Hemburg). between the representatives of the Zvangelical 
Church and of the Orthodox Church. This discussion, without 
in the least referring to any currant politieal probleme. 
maintained the possibility of a closert cooperation of these 
two Churches. 


The tendencies towards cooperation with "future" Russia 
are most demonstratively expressed in the activities of the so- 
Oalled *"Society of German-Russian l‘riendship®. The Society was 
formeé on the inspiration of Russian emigrant circles grouped 
around the ETS (“solidarists"), and haa managed to win the- 
backing of many and varied German szroupe. Dr. Brnet REUTER, 
Mayor of Western BEXLIN, enjoying a high popularity in Western 
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Germany, in 1951 gave his sponsorship to a number of 

oocastas arranged by the Society. (In all fairness, it should 
be explained here' that during 1952 Dr.REUTER revised his 
former attitude ard, in an undemonstrative manner, withdrew 
his support from the Society. ) 


In the number of those openly propagating the idea of 
collaboration with Russia “of the future*, there is also the 
So-called "Colonel .IULLBi's group"®. (Thies group, recruited 
from offipers of the former German army connected with the 
attempt on HITLER of "20 July®, had once tried to seise oontrol 
of the German combatant movement. but did not succeed.) 

The “Congress of Free Nations* called to DUSSBLDORF in July 
1952, was held under the auspices of *Col.MULLER's group® 
on one hand, and of the Russian NTS group on the other. 


| ; Also, the collaboration with “future* Russia is promoted 
we - / by the group “KAMPF GEGEN UNMENSCHLICHKEIT®, particularly 


active in Weatern BERLIN. Its chairman Ernst TILLICH parti- 
ipates in the work of the Society for German-Russian Friend. 
ehip. 


This particular section of the “*“RAPALIO of the future" 
has for the main prirciple of its programe the recougnition 
of the present territorial range of Russia. i.e. the refusal 
to acknowledge the strivings to indeperdence of the nations 
which had been incorporated in the foviet Union in the years 
of the Great Bolshevik Kevolution. 


The cooperation with fussia. whether “*now* or in the*future? 
finds. also partisans in certain circles of former army officers, 
It is rather difficult to cite the names in this respect. But 
characteristically enough, in the political literature there 
is a continuous series of works praiaing the benefits which 
Germany had drawn from the collaboration with Russia. 

The example may be given of the large synopsis of the memoirs 
of former minister GROBNER published by *D&ULSCHE RUWDSCHAU® 
in 1950 already; orm quite lately ~ the work by the former 
airforce general Helm SPSIDEL (hie brother, Gen.Iieut. Hans 
SPRIDEL, is military advisor to ADENAUER), which was publ ished 
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in 1983 by "“VIBKTELJARRSHEPTE PUR ZEITGESCHICHTE” in STUTTGART, 
Both these worka, printed on different dates, deal with the 
German advantages from the cooperation with Russia. 


Dazing ADENAUER's latest atar in the USA, he declared at a 
press conference that there is no fear of the renovation of the 
RAPALLO policy, since objective conditions for such policy do not 
exist. (It 18 interesting to note that the identical formulation 
of Germany's attitude to RAPALLO wae set out already in 1951 

by professor H.VINKLER). Such a statemens does not exclude tne 
possibility that, were such objective conditions - 1.6. balance 
of power between Germany and Russia ~ to reappear. a new, one- 
eided, Russian-German cooperation might emerge. Chancellor ADSNAUEE, 
Anvariably most precise in formulating his statements. in this 
 Gase also adopted the principle of “leaving the bridges urburnt*. 
In Germany. the political circles geve to hie declaration a great 
‘deal of serious attention. This tendency to inaure the possible 
future RAPALIO policy ia expressed, e.g., in the columns of the 
liberal newspaper “TAGESSPIECEL*from BERLIN. having no connections 
with any political’ party. which has a great importance for shaping 
the public opinion, and not confined to Weetern BERLIN only. 
(The *TAGESSPIRGEL® published quite often the articles by 0.E.H. 
BECKER, one of the leading adherents of Germany's collaboration 
with “future” Russia. ) 


Another newspaper which sleo, from time to tine, follows 
“<~ the ling of Sinsurance" for the possibility of collaboration with 
“future” Russia, ~ and which is even more influential than the 
AGESSPIEGEL®, - is “ALLGBK.IBINS PRANKFOKTR*, published in 
Prankfurt/M. The neaper. also liberal and reputed to have connections 
with the fces-mason circles, now and again winte an article of 
Paul SETHE, ite permanent collaborator. 3STHE supports the ides 
_ Of *not burning the bridges* ard the tendency of a poswible, future 
- eooperation with “future Russia", 


All thease trande of restoration of the RAPALIO policy have, 
however, a certain drastic imolication for the political circles 
Of Western Germnny. since they are at the same time propagated 
‘met only by Eastern Germany but alan directly by WOSCOW. The 
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*“TAGLISCHE RUNDSCHAUY:+ newspaper of the Soviet Army of occupati- 
on in Eastern Gerhany, appesx ing in the German Language ~ reminds 
its readers most earnestly of every anniversary of RAPALLO or 
TAUROGI agreement, as the example of the just and-proper political 
line of Germany with respect to the Bast. In 1953; the same news- 
paper printed an article by Wilhelm PISCK himself, glorifying 
RAPALLO. These Soviet suggestions and hints sometimes place the 
Western German politicians and writers in an awkward position, 
since the latter would prefer to avoid the charge that they act 
under the Soviet influence. Therefore, the tendencies to the 
return to HAPALLO policy are ofter expressed not only with 
utmost carefulness but also in such form which would imply that 
they have nothing to do with tentative whispere from the Soviet 
side. This is particularly stressed in political memoirs. B.¢. 

in the book "DEUTSCHLANDS WEG NACH RAPALLO"® (1951) the author 
Wipert von BLUCHER. former employee of the Bastern Department of 
the German Poreign Office, endeavcoura to put an emphasis on the 
German initiative behind the RAPALLO treaty. 


Despite the etatemente to the contrary in the BONN parliament 
{declarations of GERSTBNHEIER, one of the leading deputies of 
4cDU, during the debate on re-militarisation agreement in July 
1952), the tendencies of returning to the policy of Rara LO 
must be considered as well rooted in the range of German politi- 
cal concepte, espectally in the right-wing political groups, as | 
well ag in certain circles of the German General Staff, now in 
its renaissance. 


Other traditional sneumbrances in“luerncing the evolution of 
political doctrines with regard to the fast. of a completely 
different nature than those above-described, exiat in the 
circles which in Nazi times, and during the last war, were 
connected with the regime then in power. 


Under the Wasi system, the problems of the East were 
subordirated parallejlly to fow different institutions: 


(1) Poreign Winistry, headed by RIBBENIROP; 


(2) German army (as concerned the administration of near-fro:: 
areas); 
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(3) ROSBNBERG"s ministry for Bastern Territories; 
(4) HisuwLER's ministry of State Security, 


Withir. the team of these four governmental departments, 
two different political concepts fought each other. KIBBEN- 
MROP-unt HUNTER wupported the policy of conguest; while 
ROSEMBERG's collaborators, and primarily the wénmbere of the 
Army General Staff. began to consider the idea of Germany'é 
teking advantage of generel anti-Commurist feelings in the 
Kast, or specified deconcentrating tendencies towards 


rational independence among the natione incorporated in the 
Soviet Unior by forcé or violerce in the years 1917-22. 


Almost simultaneously, both the OKH (HQ of Land Porces) 
and ROSENBERG'a team came to perceive the benefits which might 
acerye to Cermany from playing on these differant tendencies, 
Only ROSENBERG propagated the concept of establianing 
a German colonial system in the East, after Russis'e collapse; 
while the military rroup saw the possibility of forming a 
chain of free states in the fast, connected by economic and 
cultural collaboration with Germany. The most rrominent indi- 
vidual who promoted such ideas and evan ~ to a certain ex~ 
tent ~ was carrying them to vractieal effect, wae Colonel 
STAUPFENBERG, orgarizer of the "20 July” attempt. 
an meeaie al 


The tendency represented by the military grovp waa un- 
doubtedly derived from the old conesptions of *"AITISLEUROPR* 
as well as from the more recent conceptions, fornaulated 
before the first world war, by Friedrich NAUMANN and BERLIN’s 
HOCHSCHULS FUR POLITIK, - later taken up’ by the Eastern Insti- 

 ¢ugee in BERLIF, BRESTAU and KORWIGSBERG. and finelly - 
by HAUSHOFER fa geo-political group. 


of the namea connected with the propagation ard execution 
of both these conceptions: the colonial concepticn ant collabor 
ation conception. the followings should be mentioned: In ROSEN. 
BELG’s ministry, ~ TETBRANDT, -rof. yon JBNDE. Dr. Otto BREUTIe | 
in-'STA “RG°s group: t6n.Heins WEITQIUR. cen, & 
“EESTRING, Col. HERRR, Col. PREYTAGH-LORINGHOVEN, uajor KONNE, 
Major VOLKEL. 
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The relations between the OKH and ROSENBERG himself were 
tather scarce; however, their respective subordinate teams of. 
Civil servants and officera were in frequent and very close 
Contacts. Together, they resisted the principle of the conquest 
and oppression of the Beat, sponsored and introdaceu by RIBRS N- 

“TROP and WLILER Also, the dynamic group of STAUFFENBERG. 
succeeced in winning over a group of employess of the Foreigr - 
Ministry. including SCHULLENBURG, ‘former ambaseador in :i0SCOR, 
(The functions of liaison were pers‘ormed by baron HILGEK, former 
secretary of the Embassy, cunnected with the class of Baltic- 
Ruselar ertstocracy through his marriage to baroness PAHLEN. } 


There was a momant when STAUFFILNBERG'a group succeeded in 
securing the support of GOERBBELS fur its ideas; but it could 
never gain the approval of HITIER, in whose opinion even the 
colonial coneeption of ROSENBERG wi: not in accordance with the 
principle of an all-out conquest o! the East by the German 
*HERRE BVOLK*, 


In practice, s2AUFFEWBERG’s idjas resulted in the organisati- 


on of “free” military formations of various nationalities (first 
of all Caucasians. Turkesatani and ‘omanokea) ard in the activities 
of pacification on the territorise lying close to the front and 
ermy~administered. Ali this work wis centralised in a special 
department of the OKH Beanie DES p eee under the name 
SFREMDE DE HERE os T*, 

are Sanaa 


the liquidation ot STAUFFBNBYRI*a group, fcllowirg the 
attempt of 20 July. brought an almjst complete annihilation of 
411 activities directed to the ¥an1i which had been undertaken 
by Army circles... Vhese activities vere taken up im an entirely 
aifferent form by HLivLFR, when at he end of ae he carried 
through the project of the creatiu! based on 
the principles stated in the "Su0L| 6K waniteetar in 1942, 
The few monthe of existence of VLA! OV's army (ROA} and of a@ 
political committee formed beaide i+ (KONR - Committee for the 
Liberation of vhe Natiors of Ruesii), ware the resulta of these 
plans sponsored by HIwaMLER erd sup}orted within the General 
Staff by yet another ¢sroup of offi! -ra (including e.g, “ilfriea 
STRIK-SE.IFGLDT, officer of cropa yp ind: 2>¥ sussian questions 
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at the OKM). After the disapvesrance of STAUPPENBERG’a groxp, 
eeveral officers from the OXH, including Col,HERRE and Major 
ROWE, endorsed this new conception, which found also the 
support of baron SILGER. 


‘These explonations of histcrical nature are rather impor t- 
ant. since the cvolation of politicn. plane @irected to the Bast, 
Wiieh had been going on sven undec Hitleriam, ie still corti- 
ruing. Many persons who nod been engaged in the exeoution of 
these plane before the war and curing the wer years, are still 
alive and agair working on the sane probleme, 


Iwo main groupg can now ba observed. which conetitute the 
most important oentres of not only studies and reseeren but 
also precising the programme of German policy towarés the 
Bast: 


1. Sivilieu sroup - concentrated chiefly around the 
Association for Reasearch of Central Buropean Questions 
(DEUTSCHE GESELLSCHAFT Fut OSTRUROPA KUNDB) 


. Military group, in the frame of the German Generel Staff 
now under reconstruction, 


Their crystallisation, for natural reagons, proceeded 
rather slowly. The aftermath of a lost waz, with Losses in 
human lives, and the collapse of the haterial and organisation 
al bagia, brought about a psychological breakdown. The first 
period ef the occupation did not allow an open activity which 
therefore began to reveal itself only in 1946-47, as if on 
the margin of the participation of some Germans in the research 
or information activities of the Alijes, It is sufficient to 
mantion the position of baron HIDGER who was in touch with 
the US oceupation HQ. or the role played by prof.von iBNDE 
in the centre of sastexn research in the Britiah zones of 
occupation. Among the lower ranks of these iratitutions, ag 
well as of other bodies of similar character. could be found 
@ Ccomparativaly large number of former civil servants and 
officers of the Berman Army, acting row as assistant-exverts. 


fhe first official institution far eastern research in the 
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guise of the @0-called “DER GOTTINGER ARBSITSEREIS®*® was barn in 
November 1946. It is worth rememberin that this téam was established 
at the GOTTINGEN University in the fist place as a group of experts 
for the preparation of some rateriates for sOSCOW Conferenea on 
Germany (in 1947). The team worked ou; a memorandum on fast Prussia 
which was handed to siinister “ARSHALL as information material on 
nolitieal and economic conditions in ‘he respective ares, 


in the course of tire, the GOPTIN'SR team was transformed into 
a study centre for eastern avfairs, ind in 1949 was admitted to 
te register of the recognized scient fico associations, The group 
of its founders compriser the names o? professors of the former . 
Iniversity in XORWIGSBERG and members of Eastern Institutes from 
KOENIGSBENG. WROCLAY (BRESLAU) and BE.LIV.. 


At the same time, the project of ‘ontinuation of extensive 
research und studies on easter probl ms wae also promoted by 
other censrea | On 13 WNovemver 164¢. te association called "DIE 
DEULSCHE GEGETISCHAPT PUR OSTETORAKU WB" (German Society for 
Bantern Evropean Knowledge) wes forme in STUTTGART. Since then, 
it hes becoue the main civilian insti ution in which the efforts 
to preoise new German politicui thoug it with regard to eastern 
problems are concentrating. / 


DIk DEUTSCHE GESELICCHAPT PAR COSTSUREPAK UNDE 


[the resolution on the constitution of thig Society refers to 
the” traditions of former itastern Inst .tutes and to the rsgulta 
obtained by the Germen Sceoiety for St dies on Bastern Europe 
founded (in 191i) and led by prof. Othe HORTSCH (died in BERLIN 
after ite war), MOBISCH bervan hia scientific career in 1808 as z 
historian al. the then-German Universi 7 in POZNAN, Mis interests 
were directed primarily towards Russii., and he considercd Bastearr . 
Burope as the domain of sither Garman or Russian influeneg, depend- 
ing or the actual balance of forces b-twaen these two great powers. 
hater, prox, HO!TSCH was aleo the editor of the senthly "*OSTEUROPA" 
publieied i: the period betweer the tio World Wars, and he initiated 
tye Lormation of Raatern Institutes i: WROCLAW (BRESLAU), BERLIN 
rnd KOBWTGOo Yan , 


Tee Coelety adopted as its purpos: the work of geveloping the 
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interest in eastern problensa, initiating and organising studies 
on these problems, by supporting tke projects of a creation of 
special institutes. Trese aims show the Society to be not so much 
a research centre a® a centre of initiative and coordination 

in its especial ephere. The above mentioned resolution states 

the rea be sg of: economic, politicel, historical and cultural 
nature MHStl constitute the main subjecte of interes’ 


In practical consequence of this programme, three sections 
were formed within the Seoclety: . 


(a) for the questions of law, conetitution ani economy, 
(e) for the questions of history and geography, 
(ce) for caltural questions. 


It was decided to direct the work of the Secisty through ~ 
4ta local teams (which at present exist in STurrGaZ?. wUNCHER, 
HAMBURG; MAINZ, FRAMEPURT/M, GOTTIKGEN, MARBURG, BERLIN). 
Finally, it was resolved to restore the publication of the 
periodical *OSTBUROPA®. 


That the Society saw ite birth in STUTTGART. may be attributed 


to the fact that after the wer this town gave refuge to quite 4 
manerous group of people who between the wars had Been actively 
¢ ed in the problems of eastern polioy and later were connected 
ane with Col. STAUPFENBERG's group. It was not long before they 
were able to secure the support of the newspaper *CHRIST UND WELT* 
Joo pap iiehed by Liberal protestant circles, am of “DEUTSCHE ZEITUNG" 
- ‘(formerly “WIRTSCHAFT ZEYTUNG") which cortirued the old tradition 
of political-economic press in Germany. 


Tne specific atrosphere of post-war STUTTGART 41d not remain 
without a certain influence on the movement of “DIS DEULSCHE 
GESELLSCHAPT FUR OSTEUROPAKUNDE*. The Sooiety started its 
existence with rather literal ideag; it gave up the traditional 
tendency of sharp revisionism represented by the “OST* Institutes 
between the wars, and excluded from its programme the *colonial® 
concepts of ROSEWBERG's type, not even speaking of any concepts of 
*sonquest™ of the type of HITLER's. Ite attitude to the traditions 
ef RAPALLO policy proved to be rather indifferent; the formula in 
this respect (Prof. WINKLER in: *RUSSLANDS BEDEUTUNG FUR DEUIOCE- 
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LAND IW VERAARSSINSI? USD QRORMEANT® = “Rasein’s Inper tence for 
Germany in the Past ard Present*) - being, that in the present 
Situation, with strong Ruseia and weak Germany, such a policy 
of RAPALIO type‘would de te no purpose, 


"DIE DBUTSORS GESBLISCMAPS FUR OSTRUROPAKUMDS’ nusbers at 
present about 500 notive menbers. The maber of people interested 
in ite activities is however much larger. The quarterly *0StU. 
ROPA® is iseued in out 6.000 copies. Bat the Seciety strives 
te limit ite semberahiyp to real experts of the question, and 
oe propagate ite doctrines in an indirect way, 


At a certain moment, the Society assisted in the creation 
of the so-called “JOHANN GOPTPRIBD HERDER INGTITUT® with the 
University of MARBURG, which continues the old trafitiom of 
an institute of the same name. once operated in RIGA. Yee aain 
interest are the Baltic ani Polish problems. The Institute 
publishes two irformation aonthiies: "WISSBNSCHAPTLICHER DIBUST* 
pe ae eh s Meigs pyar PR OST PORSCHUNG". Since ite 

aFaation in 1951, the Institute: has also $o 

@ part of the collection of books of the Peruse Featciae wite 
Library, Watch possessed a very ample section of books on Polend. 


Purther, owing to the Soolety's initiative and aseds tanee, 
ineti eo for eas blems were born 


in 1960-51, One of them ite the Bastern Iretisute in aUNOMEN, 
The project was to establish i¢ as a dont on ) Yiis teri 
Gal CAROLIBBUM in PRAGUS ~ the aoadeny eet up in middle Ages 

by the common efforta of the monarchs of Poland, Bangary ani 
Gereasy. for cultivating the ides of Central-Burcpean cooperation, 
This primary idea, dy the way, had not prevailed very long in | 
the old CAROLINE which leter became a purely German university. 
- The Institute in JUNCERE concentrates ite work on the questions 
of Central Burope and of Southern Russia. A special attention 

ia ealeo given to Orthodox faith from the point of view ef ite 
role of political instruzent. formerly of Trerist Russian, ent 
now of the Soviet. polioy, | 


At. the same time, an Senbécn’ viistitada ons organised in 
BERLIN, at the Free University of Western BERLIN. I? differs 
Neh aCRPNaRRe Nee armeamne, 
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F we . 
fir othe tartar Insh tte insokar @> xt seen en 
we tbe wtric . 
sf fi Sto the Kuetiean questions iB - 
shies eee tendency 16 to support the cy a om 
the Soviet Urion. eve. after subatertias po. sete 
tional changes on bex territery, (- _ 


The leading representatives of “DNUTSOM QBSBLIS CHAPT 
PU OG TBUROPAXUNDSE* are! 


A. 


, 


ehairman of tne Society 
-yioe- president of 
n.- 


of the Sowtety, 
former 

¥.dJUBT - politiosl writer. 
i ap dusele art Bongary cf many years’ standing oe ae 
S. Prof sEemeay - efitor of the quarterly TEOR , 

Oe aay ue press coeresyonient in Russia, agai 

~  Seereordivary at the uxiveraities in dalifornia. Howe 
in 
sary of “he Society 

8 pubi isher- of tha weekly ‘CHRIST 


Se eymtees ant vesugees 
ee dapertees 
ney TADTMORLER - MUBCMRA Univereity. 
prof. Bane KOO « director of Bastern rahe ita ah 
fornerly professor at bheabapidabay in KORWIOR ’ 

on Orthodox Omrot. 
vier arin THIEL ~ MUECHBW University, expert on Soviet 
at Erwin WOSCHMIBDER. MUNORES Uriversity; before tne war 
professor extraordinary at STBPAW BATT University in 
Prof. IRCA - MUNONBW University, also rector of the 
"free Ukrainian univerpity® in MOD YCHSE. 
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ancy -HakS 
1 | 


utea in 
eg ery . 


for mang yecre @erman presa ooTrrTe:;ondey 


Seris a 
ei OSSORE . ie — Pa HAWBURG Univers 
; nirabutor of "EUROPA 
) ash editor ef 
7 ak 46 Kae @ epeeia: guarte: ay 
Pplene Paper entitled *OsTBUROPA 
al EE @ Dielogist, ' ce 
ahaa tela ged 1a SPULAR . Orientalist, HABURG University 
- professor extraordinary at the 
» MAMBURG Univer sity, 
le ~ lecturer (docent) at tre 
7. Georg 


rpg 
. Prof, 8. AvweiIy head of the 
Ps HERDER Ine 
baat history at biH OCLAK Gniveraiye woe 
vp secretary of HBRDEE Institute, 


iversity. : 
foe 8%, history of art, MAKBDEO University: 
MAMA - tron HERDER Inetitute in wARBURC. 
of OSTLAMD Institute in GDANSK. 

= oo On modern and middle- age 


to Bstonian perliozent 
ion of German Culture 


Dr. Wolfgang PAIT<E . 
Institute, Polentific contributor to HERDES 
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Suro pean Knowledge, 
Univeraity (1903-1914) 


~ iY 


OSTEURCPA®, 
: of S@OTTINGER ARBEITSKESIS © 
permanent collaborater of the stud 


— 


- philologist 
phd X.0. Kuma. petunament 


oollab 
ABBITSKRETS OT OOF the 


~ ato. 


e2eistant pro 
$ise at KIC Gatvecstiy 2 MP Seminary 


- Permanent golontir 
ae Le e@ol 
tee Ine tisuse of Boononica in KIBL lene sss 


+ 
3. De. ler ' 
mph pape a rn director of the seninar 
© at Kah on versity, Ot 
@. BSRLIW; 


1. Beef. or, | | 
s De. K.G, Thi atm. Sconomle problens 


3. Dovens Mit Pip historioal problens 
Pee OWowskY . histary of Bastern Suro 
om theee les —_ 
@ireators in the picid aarear Stlentiets and Orgenisatior, 


ope pps interested 
SOLS CHE C&BELISONAPL Pui Os in Bastern eicvenine the 
hes ny other 


tea 2] 
lacee in Fest Germany 
anes are: 


of Fastex 


Cian TEURO UNDE 
SOPRSGIM, Oimpersed tn vatieua 
P 


HME og fd hehe a 
Pah ay or phe "Or th-mentioning r} 
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= Pref, SUURPERICR tree MUUBTE- in war tines expert on 

psyehological warfare at the 

- Yippert von BLUCHBR - former diplomat from the Poreign Mind. 
Stry (1011-1944), former Germar minister in Iran. ir Pinland, 
and par tioipant of the RAPALIO oorference; 

< De. Serbert LUDAT, professor of modern history in MUNSTER 
University; 

- Prof. Carl BIRQKNAWN from the university in TUBINGBS; 

- Robert IM, author of the dDookes: *AUSSBNPOLITIX AIT 
PaALSOMBN BeQk IB * and "VOW TALLEYRAND ZU u0LOTOV"; 

- Prans GASB ~- author of the book *DSUSSCH,cLAVISCHE SOHIOKS-~ 
ALSGSMEYECHAPT*® (19562 published by the GOTPINGER ARBBITSEHETIS ) 
attempting to analyse the poseibilities of cooperation be tween 
Germany ard Central Europe. 


this large group of personslities. some names deserve a 
special mention for a particularly vivid political activity which 
they demonstrate in the midst of all Sate otiate and experts. 

They are: 


1, Min. Theodor OBBRLANDRE, JUNCHERN. 
2: Prof. Klaus dBHWERT - STUTTGART. 
4. Docent Werner MARKERT - GOTTINGEN, 
6. Dr. Harald LABUBW - HAMBIRG. 


Certain tactical differences appear in the lealing group, 
especially vetween Miniater OBE: LANDBE anf the remaining’ 
experts: but externally they all act in great eolidarity, and 
achieve a good coordination of the efforts of around 500 special- 
iste ard experts. 


The centre, however, being a conglomeration of different and 
varied schools of German political thought. it has not as yet 
succeeded in precising any definite doctrine with regard to east- 
ern frobleus. If we attempt to describe in a most objective way 
the tendencies of the “DEUISCHE GESELLSCHAFT PUK OSTSUROPAKUNDS*, 
we shall fing that the following ideas and opinions may be 
considered as generally prevailing: 
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2. Phat 1% is necessary to restore the pre-1958@ ctatuse quo 
with a possibility of small corrections of frontiers; 


2. That 1+ is a just solution to dismember the Soviet Union 
into: a number of independent states, on the principle of 
Self-determination (apart froa the Baltic States, the 
indepenience should be granted, in the first place, to 

. the Ucraine an’ the Caucasie.n countries); 


That it te necessary to establieh a principle of peaceful 
Co-existence between United Germany and the future structure 
of Central and Baatern Burape, with Germany - as partici- 
pant of the Western-Buropean complex = being given the 
right of ° ge-hand® policy in the Bast of Europe; 

That it is not advisable to promote federal ideas in 
Eastern ani Central Europe, as in the case of factual 
establishing of a Central Buropsan Federation, the German 
policy might be hindered in ita efforts to create in thoes 
territories a balance of powers to the advantage of 
Germany . 


That a’ principle of elasticity should be adopted in the 
policy, which depending on the existing international 
situation would allow either for endorsing the line of 
RAPALLO treaty, or else for the reaignation from such line 
for the sake 6f'a closer collaboration with the nations 
of Central European region. . 

(In connection with this point, one of the alternative 
polutions, now under disomeion, ig particularly interest- 
ing: remely, that the entire region east of the Hbhine 
should be organised in the frame of three blocs: The 
German dloc - including Anstria, Switzerland and Czecho- 
Slovakia; Central European bloe - with Poland erd Ukraine 
as its main components; and Russia proper. Under such 
an arrangement, Germany would be able to play, to her own 
advantage, on the differences existing between the Central 
European bloc and Russia, which she should atrive to 
maintain. ) 


Theee are the ideas and tendencies which may be observed 
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from the literature and the course of research work, and even 
Clearer - from personal contacts with the @roup of DEUTSCHE 
GESELLSCHAPT. as ooncerns the 5th point of the above programme, 
its partisans see in ite effects an opportunity for building 

up Germany's position in Western Europe, Also, one can distine 
eauish some hints that thie particular line of pelicy might 

be coordinated with the polioy of the USA, - in the sense 

that Germany would receive a sort of maniate of "field operation" 
On @astern terrisories on behalf of the United States, but with 
e wide freedom of decision. 


Military Group 


Here, the name of General GEHUEN may be mentioned ag example; 
the general belonged to “the -General Staff in HALDEX 's time, 
Another interesting name 16 that of Colonel (General <) HERRE, 
former need or ering ale XOH's staff, when the letter stood 
at the head of *FREMDES HEERE OST*-~trrthe present nuolear staff 
organisation, Col. HBRRE is to supervise the studies‘s section, 
Being a supporter of V OV. n- as different from the 

{Sonception of independent national fo 
yj heps, more inclined towards the 
many other officers 


To decipher real tendencies promoted by this group, is 
an excessively difficult task. At any rate - as far as it is 
known - the €roup hae not yet worked out any precise conception 
of eastern nolicy. Two opposed Opinions are etill at nlay in 
its midet. One of them is closer to the liberal) programme ideas 
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of *DEDTSBHE GESSLISCHAFT FUR CSTEUROPAKUNDE*; the other, more 
radical, is rather in favow of thé view thet it is necessary 
to establish a collaboration with Ruseia “of tle future® - 

the latter recognized as a whole within the present frontiers 
of the Soviet Union. With regarc to Central Buraps, the mili- 
tary group. just as the civilia: one, endorsss the demand for 
the restoration of tho status qio of 1938. 


This very genera). d-scripticn proves that, white the civi- 
lien group recognizes the existcnce of the Central Buropésn 
complex and is willing to grant to 4t a certain importance in 
the future, if only under the ecntrol of Germany - the military 
group has 2 purely tactical app oach to this probism; its: 
tendencies are rather directed sowards a conception which, 
by way of generalisation, may be acknowledged as the construct- 
ion on the pattern of asTTPIELESULOPA*® or RAPALLO, traditional 
for the German General Staff. ; 


Federaiist Me vement 


While some federalist trends directed westwards certainly 
reveal themselves in Western Geimany - as it is undoubtedly 
proved by the pexticipation of German representetives in the 
STRASBOURG enter prise - nothing at all is said about a 
possibility of Germany becoming federated vith the Eastern Buro- 
pean region. With regard to this latter question, cermany 
adopted an attitude of an observer at the Central Suropean 
conference in LONDOW (Jarwary 1952), ard this attitude has been 
maintained. The corference itself wae atrongly criticised by 
the German political opinion. 


nel o 


Taking under corsideration eugh an attitude of Germany to 
the cause of the federation of Eastern and Central Burope, 
as compared to the very fabourable approach to the federation 
of Westery Europe-on the part of a large section of German 
political circles, + it seems tc be obvious that tne 
‘| progremme of a “free hand" for Germany in the eact still 
; enjoys a wide povularity in that country. 
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Sic | 
Qther Cantres Shaning Baste; a Policy 


—Peuide the two main trends, °..@,: 


1) the trend of “Limited” po itical aina, 
2j the trend of °unlivited”" volitical aings, 


many fragrentary actions may bo ubecrved in Western Germany, 
which however are rather of a trinsitory-t»stiew nature 
than of some wider, long-range p litiocel conceptions, 


Por iratance, the German Soo. nliet Party (SPD), in ite 
Eastern Department, i¢ Cerryiog .n Pome research on sastern 
Problens, on the margin ov ite regular activities which are 
chiefly directed to the territor., of Bastarn Germany. The head 
¢f this Departmert ie the parliaient deputy WEHWEH, who 
has developed the research to cover also the Central European 
areas, His main seeietant THOMAS (of Polieh origin) shows a 
good understanding of this work. But ae yet, no precise 
programme has emerged from there efforte of the SPI. 


There are sous connections between thie activity of the’ 
SPD and the so-called “ARBEITSKR IS OSTEOROPA® in STOUPTGART, 
formed in 1952 as a sort of advisory body to the STUTTQART 
Fadio station. Bpart from the Germans, representing the radio 
station, this team iraludes also tne renresantatives of 
Various national groups: Latvians, Lithuantane. Estonians, 
Poles, Ukrainians, Hinaniang, Hujigearieane and Czacheslovaks. 
At lis origin lay the thought of setting up a Garin radio 
atation destined for Central Earopenn countries, aa a comp: titi-~ 
on for the Radio Pree Europe. Th enterprise was inspired by 
SPD cixvales. Tt 1s interesting to note that. in the group of 
rapresentatives of Central European nationalities, there are 
fany names of people who during she war had appearsd on 
occations connected with the eas‘arn initiatives of the OKH 
or of TOSENBERG’s ministry, Tho “STUTTGARTER ARBETISKRSIS * 
has rot bean woard up formally. but ite work, very energetic 
Suring the last year, hae now cessed almost completely, ~ 

Allegedly owing to an official intervention of BONN circles. 
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The so-called Batern Unriveveity in BASBERG and the NORDOST. 
DBUTSCHS AKADRMIN in .OWEBURG (Prof, BOHM) do nog have a serious 
weight in the shaning of German political thought with regard +o 
the Bast. Both these institutions, connected with the °FLUCHTLING* 
movement - and deprived of the support of serious scientific 
circles - are becoming the centres of peeudo-scientific revisionian. 


a2 Line of Govermental Jircles 


The review of different trends in German political opinion 
should be completed by some obsemmtions on the effects which their 
influence finds in the official line of policy of the BONN Govern. 
nent. 


Until recently, the eastern problems were almost entirely out- 
side this Goverrmment's scope of interests. - unless we consider 
the work of the ministries of LUKASCHEEK and KAISER, seeking 
solution in the trend of “limited” political sins. 


In the Forsign Ministry directed by ADE NAUBE eae eoraliys the 
eo-called Eastern Department practically limited its activity to 


Tegiatering certain developments. The Department was headed by 
@ second-rate Ministry official De, KRESSMANW, The Press Office 
of the BONN Goverment aleo satisfied itself with the work of 

registering, and bere also the eastern problems were entrusted 


Later, noveved: this state of affairs underwent nany changes. 


} In March 1953, the Eastern Department of ths Foreign Ministry 
jjwas entrusted to Dr.0tto BREUTIGAMM, one of the higher officials 
in the former ministry of ROSENBERG, BREU:IGAMM had started his 
‘Career in’ the old Poreign dinistry, After the RIBBEWKOP.MOLOTOV 
agreement, when the number of German Coraulates in the USSR wae 
increased. BREDTIGAMM wes ap pointed Consul Gereral in TIPLIS. 

On the outbreak of the German-R,seian war, he went over to 
ROSENBERG's ministry. and later bacame a liaiscn between this 
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ministry anf the OKM (Chief Command of Iand Porcea). In the war 
years he adhered to the “colonial” solution, ani supported 
the strivinge of the General Staff for the creation of mtional 
military formationsa of the PoWs from the Red Army. 


At BREUTIGAMA's aide, prof. Geravd von MEEDE entered the 
Foreign Ministry. He aleo hed been a ologe collaborator of 
ROSENBBEG, and after the war acted as an unofficial expert on 
South-egetern problems in the frame of organisation work carried 
on by toe Britieh authorities of socupation in Germany. During 
the wax he was believed to be a supporter of the idea of dismender. 
ing of the Soviet Union. At present, he stands at the head of 
the Seotion for Politica] Refugees from Oentrel ami Bastern Surop, 


Thase two recent appointments prove thet the official machinery 
of the BONN Goverrecnt hed acquired some new sections which, 
Considering their personnel, can hardly be considered as existing 
for the purpose of registering only. 


The appointments ocoi:uide with the extersion of ths ailitery 
apparatus which, although still not official, is growing in 
strength. Officially, BLANK's office gives ite attention to | 
the problems of preparation anf organisation; but in its shade — 
serious studies are already conductel by an enlarged research > 
team directed by General IBHLEW and Solone: (Genera) 7) HEREE.~ 
The progress Of these studies undoubtedly prompts the Sivilian 
departments to switch over from the work of limited observation 


towards actical activities. 


The selection of personnel, whether accidental or made on 
par pose, would inficate that a certain division of tasks has 
been decided: 


\i. The sphere of research on eastern problems would 94111 remain 
in tho hands of *DEUTSOHB GESBLLSCHAFT FUR OSTEOROPAKUWNE®, 


which now may expect o larger support from officiel circles 
in BONE, In the firat place, more ncial ssaistance will 


at 


be obtained; but unothar cleim ie that the materinls prepared 

by tha Society should be treatad not merely as theoretical 

contributions tut as authoritatiws commonta. Considering the | 
{ 
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peraonal relationships between the menbers of the Soctety on 
one hand, and functionaries or officérs vdelonging to the 
newly organised sections of the Porfign Ministry or to the 
moleus of the General Staff - on fhe other, it may safely be 
Presumed that both points will bo /satisfactorily settled, 
CHB GBSELISCHArT Fim OSTEUROPAKUNDE* 
which between the World Wars 
ELISCHAPT 70am STUDYUM OST. 
» initiated by Prof. HOBTSCH. 


The practical poliay is to be taken over by the Foreign Mini- 
Stry anf - with Tespect to speoial questions - by the German 
General Steff, now under organisation. This marka 2 most end. 
stantial change from the political point of view; until now, 
the activity of the BONN Government in this Sphere wag limited 
either to the registering of certain developments or to the 
On@-esided campaigns of the ministries of LUKASCHEK ard KAISER, 
Which gave their sole attention to the nmroblems of depor tees, 
expellees and refugees fron the east, 


This fundamental reorganisation is now taking place. If after 
this year's parliamentary elections Chancellor ADEWAUER wil? 
Temain at the head of his Cabinet, a further development of 
this apperatus, ‘based on the division into research and practical 


VJ \ Policy sections, should be expected. 


On such a dackground the new eastern doctrine of Germany wil 
be shaped as a resultant of two tendencies: 


(a) STAUPPENDERG 's Ogramme, with all ite liber al-Christian/ ”) 
Combinationa, (fp. 12-1% : 


(b) the revised *oorbnial® programme of ROSENEBRG. referring 
to the traditional Soncepts of NITTELBUROPA or to the 
®astern concepts of the old General Staff. 


Both these programmes had for their principle the necessity 
Of weakening Russ , Which in practice means a tendency to the 
partition of =. ‘the Soviet Union. At the moment when this 
is brought to the effect, the RAPALIO policy may again raise 
ite head, in accordance with the opinion - expressed also by 
Chancellor ADBWA ~ that the RAPALLO policy is possibile in 
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the periods of Ruseia's weakness. In such a case, the region 
of Central and Egaatern Europe would be cast for the part of 


an instrument in the hands of German policy. serving to tip 
the balance of forces to the benefit of Germany. 


A victory of the opposition in the selections might atop 
the present process of shaping of the German political line 
With cerard to the cast. The German Socialists, who would 
constitute the section with a decisive influence in a new 

| goverrmental coalition, at present have a very slight experience 

in eastern politics. Their own apparatus working on these 
problems, is small, and the participation in the studies and 
research run by “DEUTSCHE GBSELLSCHAPT FIR OSTEUROPAKUNDE* 

ie glmost none. (On the list of Social-Democratic professors 

and scientists recently published by the *KHEINISHE MERKUR*, 
thera is not a eingle name of any man engaged in eaatern 
research). Aleo, no harmony existe between the Socialist 

Perty ond the new German Gereral Staff ubder organisation. 


Pinally, the Socialist Party is making attempts to win over 

the GBHE fraction for the planned future coalition (the Party 
of deportees, expellecs and refugees). Consequently, the Socisi- 
ists are compelied to concessions in favow of the trend of 
“limited” political sims. which often causes the iupression 

of a restrained revisionist peniencs in their public state nts 
ard actions. 


Under these circumatances, a certain period of time would 
have to elapse before any more definite new tenéderciea with 
regard to eastern policy oould be distinguished in the line 
of a Socialist-dominated Government. Most probably, the group 
of the SPD deputy WEHWER would play a part of greatest import- 
ance here, since even now this group is best prepared for the 
tasks in the ephere of eartern problems, 


SPs FV Beas eeGweGevune Senwea 
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